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Senators Change Lines Mid-Season | 2007 Retreat the Perfect 


Early Presidential Playoff Arranged 


Andrew Viasblom 
Senior Staff Writer 


erhaps you've heard the 

old adage, “If it ain’t broke, 

don't fix it.” Student Senate 

was not exactly “broke” 

when the senators of the ‘06 - ‘07 
academic year first came into office 
(to be sure, it wasn’t until after 
the annual budget meeting that 
this was experienced), but it was 
somewhat out of shape. Many of 
us were new to Senate coming in 
this year, and all of us were new 
to our positions — this presented 
us with a challenge. How could 
we, as senators new to office, get 
Senate back into shape when we 
didn’t even know the fundamental 
exercises for running things? 
We soon realized that it would be 
difficult to return to any particular 
state of senatorial harmony. Rather 
than attempt to go back, we decided 
to progress forward. As such, we 
are now trying to renew Senate and 
make it the best ever, particularly 
through discernment in decisions 
(and making worthwhile ones), 
changing constitutions (to the 
degree we feel would best benefit 


Senate and the students), and 
abolishing anonymity (making 
what we do known to students 


and having students know that we 
desire their input). 


Due to the fact that service 
on Student Senate comes in 
eight-month terms, we have a 


limited amount of time to make 
worthwhile decisions. One two- 


hour meeting each week wherein 
we discuss issues concerning the 
school is hardly sufficient when 
effectively seeking the best interests 
of both the present and the future 
of Redeemer’s student body. While 
amending Senate’s constitution, we 
are currently continuing the series 
of strategic planning meetings, 
during which we discuss long- 
term plan implementation for the 
structure of Senate and what can 
be improved for the greater good of 
Redeemer’s student life. 

A comprehensive history of Senate's 
past, which has recently been 
researched and documented by 
our first year senators, is now being 
used for reference to reflect on the 
high and low points of Senate. It has 
proved to be particularly useful for 
seeing what has and has not worked 
in past years when analyzing and 
revising constitutions. 

One of the most significant changes 
being made in relation to Senate’s 
constitution is the ushering in of 
incoming earlier than 
in previous years. This year, the 
positions for next year’s President 
and Vice-President will be filled 
before-the reading “week, with 
nominations beginning the 31st of 
January and elections following in 
mid-February. 

We hope to see many of these 
changes taking effect beginning 
next year, and the president and 
vice-president will play a key role 
in ensuring they do. They are 
working on how to implement 
this effectively. As such, the new 
president and vice-president must 


senators 


be appointed aa so that they 
can plan for their new position 
for the next yea Following the 
presidential el cti , executive 
elections will také place near the 
beginning of Mafeh, with general 
senator elections following shortly 
afterward. Many more revisions 
are in the though few 
amendments are ized as yet. 
This year, we are sing further 
on having information about 
Senate readily av le to students. 
In addition to | g the senate 
office open durin oo! hours for 
any questions, yOu can access the 
Student Senate b in board (the 
rather large board @n the wall that 
says “Student Senate 06 — 07” and is 
frequently vandalized), there is also 
the internet website = 

www. redeemer.ca/senate. 

Both of these resOurces are easily 
accessible and contain a plethora 
of information in félation to the 
Student Senate. If We have chosen 
to go forth ona & sion to some 
arbitrary Platonic planet to debunk 
an other-worldly Worldview, you 
can access the ics on the 
Senate websi 

AS"we COntiitte Jas ifig to"renew 
Senate this semester, we would 
absolutely lovéto hear what you 
have to say comeerning the school, 
the senate, or sttident life in general. 
If you have any guestions, feel free at 
any time to see any of us in person, 
or e-mail us at senate@redeemer.ca 
We cannot fully improve student 
life at Redeemer until we know 
what you want, This is your school 
— make your voice known! 


wo 


—_e_ 
Tiffany Wagner, Deanna Zantingh 
and Amy Peek 
Special to the Crown 


n January 27" eighty- 
four Redeemer students 
gathered outside of the 
athletic center doors 
awaiting the buses to take them to the 
Winter Retreat. After an hour delay in one 
bus arrival, God decided the roads were 
clean enough to travel on. With two buses 
packed full of people and seemingly 
endless baggage the buses made their 
way to Camp Shalom, near Cambridge 
for some fun in the snow! The weekend 
Started off with fun from the moment the 
buses pulled up. The students formed a 
receiving line passing the luggage from 
the back of the bus and into the building. 
Things were going pretty well until Paul 
DeWeerd was seen catapulting luggage in 
all directions. 
Nights were spent outside on the hills 
or inside playing games and getting 
to know new people. Nothing says fun 
like garbage bags, rubber totes, and 
sledding hills. There was definitely a lot 
of fun going on inside as well. Settlers 
of Catan was most definitely a much 
sought over game, though perhaps the 
most successful game of the retreat was 
the revival of “the animal game” by Peter 
Kranenburg. Perhaps you have no idea 
what that game is, but have no fear; the 
Retreaters are bring it back! Coming soon 
to a dorm near you! Sleep was never a 
subject to come up and Jehan Watson 
summed it up when he said, “If the birds 
haven't started chirping... there's time for 
one more game”. 


Winter Blessing 


All weekend Alpha Praise, the worship 
band from Redeemer, blessed the 
participants with amazing and uplifting 
music. The band included Ashley Feddes 
(vocals), Tim Harris (guitar and vocals), 
Adam Postma (bass), Mike Harris (guitar), 
Stuart Bender (drums) and Sheraya Sims 
(keyboard and vocals). 

Pastor John Vanderstoep gave four 
talks with the themes “No”, “So”, “Yo” 
and “Go”. The “No” theme was one that 
impacted many people. Each participant 
was given a piece of paper and asked 
to go to a quiet area to pray and write 
down what they want to stop doing, with 
the help of God. Then they gathered and 
while the band played, one by one they 
shredded the papers showing that their 
sins have been erased and forgotten 
in God's eyes. Many tears and prayers 
were said that evening as people opened 
up and took everything to God. Steven 
Dykstra said, “The thirty minutes of quiet 
time, to be still and listen to God was 
really awesome, and set the tone for the 
whole weekend”. With the “Go” theme, 
he brought out pictures of water and 
participants washed each others feet, 
just like how Jesus washed the disciples’ 
feet during the Last Supper. 
Saturday was an outdoor game of 
Capture the Flag. The game went on 
forever. An anonymous person said, “After 
the opposing team cheated to ...get their 
flag”, the game was done and we went 
inside for some hot drinks. Janet Breimer 
said, “The friendliness and community of 
everyone at the retreat was warm enough 
to make me forget about my frozen toes, 
after our awesome game of Capture the 
Flag”. 

Supper Saturday night was over heard 
ontinued on page 4 


Hot Spot 


Miranda deRooy 
Senior Staff Writer 


A Night to Remember 


here do you begin? What do 
you write? Itseems impossible 
to put words to what happened 
at Hot Spot on Thursday night. 


Last semester, Hot Spot was 
the same as the year before; 
students leading worship, 
someone sharing, and _ other 
students choosing to be in the 
Rec Centre and setting aside that 
time for God. It was amazing! 


Then someone on SASC really 
felt in their heart that Hot 
Spot needed to change and try 
something new. Everyone was 
a little skeptical of the new idea, 
wondering if it would work and 
what would happen if it flopped 
but things came together and 
Hot Spot was changed. It was 
still a time where we came 


together to worship, and some 
amazing humble musicians led 
us in worship that night, but 
the biggest change was that 
God had called Keith Groen to 
open up and Share his testimony 
of what God was doing in his 
life at that time. SASC decided 
to try and see if letting the 
students share their testimonies 
would be a Way of bringing 
this community closer together. 
Believe me; no words can 
describe what happened in the 
Rec Centre that night. It was 
like God opened a floodgate and 
words came pouring out. During 
the worship, people shared their 
lives, struggles, shame, guilt, 
loneliness, despair, sexual abuse 
and hurts, Everything came out. 
None of us that were sitting in 
the room knew what was going 


to happen that night. None of 


us knew that we were going to 
be getting out of our seats and 
sharing parts Of our lives that not 
very many people know about us, 
yet many of us did. We became 
vulnerable in front of our peers; 
we worshiped God because we 
knew that He would lift all of us 
up. He used those struggles, the 
sin and shame for His purposes 
to help the Redeemer community 
to grow, The Holy Spirit was 
present among us in such a huge 
way. It waS So encouraging to 
see so many students feeling 
God’s presence on their hearts. 
God called them to share and 
they did s0, hot knowing what 


they were going to say. God 
used each person’s words to 
touch others in ways that many 
of us will never fully know. 

I also shared, and I would 
like to share again so that those 
students, faculty and staff that 
were not there may have a sense 
of what took place that night. 
Like many Christian kids, I 
grew up in a Christian home, but 
never fully committed my life to 
Christ until Grade 7. This was 
in the midst of my struggling 
with suicide for 3 years, but 
God found me and called me to 
Himself through many people 
pouring their lives into me. | 
have struggled with, “Why me?” 
and “What was the purpose 
of all the pain and loneliness | 
have experienced for so long?” 
Looking back, God used that 
struggle and what I had learned 
about Him and about myself 
to reach others. God loved me 
unconditionally. After high 
school, | somehow found myself 
at Redeemer. I am so blessed to 
be on a campus that is Christian 
and to be getting my education 
from a Christian school. I have 
experienced incredible growth 
here. God has used my life over 
the last three and a half years to 
reach others and to continually 
strive for the best that God 
has in store. We are all here at 
Redeemer for a reason; some 
of us may not know what that 
reason is, but God called you 
here. Maybe you are sitting on 


the fence and are scared to get off 
of it because it will mean losing 
friends or having to choose 
one of the many faces that you 
wear day by day. Be encouraged 
because there are others here that 
struggle daily. God is always 
near and He is ready for us to 
take that step and to get off the 
fence and come to Him and to: 
be bold for Him. He wants us 
to live our lives for Him, to be 
vulnerable, and to share with our 
classmates, co-workers, friends, 
and those in our community 
what God is doing in our lives. 
Being able to talk to others about 
what they are struggling with and 
being able to encourage and pray 
for one another is an amazing 
part of this Christian campus. 

My prayer is that those who 
were at Hot Spot that night will 
not lose what they have learned 
about themselves and about 
others around you. Share what 
you have learned with those who 
were not there. My challenge to 
everyone is to start sharing your 
stories and to not be afraid of 
being vulnerable in front of one 
another. Get off the fence, be 
bold about your faith, and know 
that there are so many people 
around you that are ready to lift 
you up in encouragement and 
prayer. May God bless each one 
of us as we pursue His desires 
and passion for our lives, and 
may we continue to feed the fire 
of passion that is on this campus. 
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Confessions of an Editor 


Natalle Armstrong 
Editor-in-Chief 


lie. I swear I am 

judgmental. I am _ proud. 

I haven't loved my neighbour 

as myself. I envy the abilities 
and possessions of other people. I 
haven't helped others when I have 
seen them in need. I have allowed 
for apathy to overtake me. I haven't 
stood up for things when I know 
that I should have, | say one thing 
and do another. I have made idols 
out of the things of this world. I 
have used my tne poorly giving 
preference to things that do not 
matter as much and told God that 
I have less time for Him. (And all 
of that is just in the past week.) 
Father, please forgive me of these sins 
and help me to turn from my ways. 
Many people see the Catholic 
idea of confession as foreign, 
but the idea behind it is very 
biblical indeed. James 5:16 says, 
“Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed...” 
In Protestant teaching, however, 
confession ig not normally 
practiced in this way. Many 
churches teach members to confess 
their sins privately to God. While 
this is good and very necessary, 
there is something very relevant 
about the audible confession 
of sins to amother Christian. 
In a few Protestant churches, 
such as the Lutheran church, 
private confession with a pastor 
is sometimes offered. Historically 
speaking, Marti Luther was a 
major endorser of pfivate confession 
with a pastor or fellow believer. 


My 14 Days at OMSC 


Dave Groen 
Special to the Crown 


ntroduction: What is OMSC? 

For the past few years, groups 

of Redeemer students have 
traveled to Connecticut to 
attend OMSC. While some people 
know where they’ve gone and what 
they’ve experienced, many people 
probably wonder what in the 
world OMSC is and why Redeemer 
allows students to miss a week and 
a half of school in order to attend. 
OMSC stands for Oversees 
Ministries Study Center which 
was founded as a place of rest and 
studies for missionaries serving 
around the world. Missionaries 
of various Christian traditions 
gather here for 9-12 months to 
study under a senior scholar while 
also being spiritually refreshed. 
Every January, students are invited 
to attend seminars on current and 
major issues in missions. Each 
year, Redeemer has the privilege of 
attending the January seminars. The 
experience is both incredible and 
challenging. We would like to share 
a bit of this experience with you. 


An except from the diary of 


Randal Benbow (Shield Wolf)... 
Day 1: 
I didn’t have time to write 


yesterday, as I was so exhausted 
from driving from through the 
night with ten other students. 

It is now just after 8:30, and I have 
just finished breakfast and have 
about half an hour before worship. 
The days here are very well 
structured and include two or three 
seminars between which there are 
meals and much free time. Along 
with the seminar is also an hour 


discussion in which we get to ask 
any question we like. Our free time 
can be used to walk along the ocean, 
pray in the quiet room, play euchre, 
or talk with other missionaries. 

There are an incredible number of 
countries represented here. There 
are people from Uganda, Tanzania, 
Malaysia, North Africa, India, 
Albania, Nepal, Ghana, Kenya, 
China, Japan, Korea, and Nigeria. 
There are also a lot of seminaries 
here, including Fuller, Union, and 


Moravian theological seminary. 
Redeemer and Dordt students are 
the only undergraduates here. 


I am very excited to see what the 
next couple week have in store! 


Day 2: 

Today we had an interesting 
seminar on tent-making, “Business 
as Mission.” Patrick Lai, a Western 
businessman, realized that many 
missionaries are no longer being 
accepted into various countries 
without a “real occupation.” With 
closed borders, it is becoming 
increasingly essential for 
missionaries to have a legitimate 
business or trade, so that 1) 
they can be self-sustaining, and 
2) they are now located in the 
culture and have a place from 
which to proclaim the gospel. 

Lai relayed compelling stories that 
demonstrated how the message of 
Christ has been shared through 
local businesses in foreign and 
hostile countries. It is amazing how 
well this model for mission can 
serve communities both in word 
and deed, And it was refreshing to 
hear how this method of missions 
did not rely on Western funds, 


Day 3: 
| love how we get to have our meals 
with missionaries. Even though the 


food is sugarless and saltless, and 
even though we drink what some 
might label “missionary coffee,” 
the conversation always seems to 
compensate. This morning I had 
the delightful opportunity of eating 
breakfast with Malumbugi and Rev. 
Happy (real name). Malumbugi 
is from Tanzania and Rev. Happy 
works in India. He and his wife 
are church planters, who have 
regular jobs, and cannot declare 
themselves as missionaries or 
their government will arrest them. 

Rev. Happy spoke at length about 
the extreme poverty in North India, 
and how most Western missionaries 
avoid this area due to its poverty 
and hostility towards Christianity. 
Though Happy told me that all he 
could often do is cry for his corrupt 
and poverty-stricken country, he 
is probably one of the most joyful 
people I have ever met—one 
that seems to be a common trait 
among missionaries, It was very 
difficult for me to listen to the 
stories that Happy told, because 
in the back of my head I always 
know that I'll be returning to 
comfortable Western life. | wonder 
how these stories will shape me. 


Day 4: 

Umm, today we all put on our 
bathing suits and ran into the 
Atlantic Ocean. This is an annual 
OMSC tradition, Did I mention that 
it was only 50 degrees? Running 
into water that cold is quite an 
exhilarating experience! Once 
your whole body is submersed 
in the water, it shuts down, and 
your limbs stop working. Once 
your body seizes up, getting out 
of the ocean becomes the most 
difficult task. 1 should mention 
that the missionaries did not 
join in this event; they simply 


CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE 


We have been prompted to 
confess our sins to one another 
not so that we can be judged and 
made to feel more guilt but so that 
we can be accountable to other 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
The idea of honestly confessing sin 
to another person is scary for many 
reasons. For one, sharing your 
deepest sins with others - your 
hidden sins — is a deeply invasive 


“The liberation 
that comes with 
confessing our sins 
openly is partnered 
with the ability 
to have someone 
to keep you 
accountable.” 


process. To do something like this, 
you would have to have someone 
to confess to that you genuinely 
trust. Secondly, what if this person 
who is only human, at some point 
breeches your trust? Where does 
that leave you? Thirdly, your sin 
is “out there’...you have been 
exposed. This is both scary and 
liberating. It is scary because as 
humans we fear being found out; 
we fear feeling shameful. We fear 
being judged. But, the liberation 
that comes with confessing our 
sins openly is partnered with the 
ability to have someone to keep 
you accountable. Accountability 
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is a huge blessing and having 
someone to keep you accountable, 
to pray for you, with you, and to 
encourage you can help you grow 
exponentially in your spiritual walk. 


Acts 19:11-20 “11God did 
extraordinary miracles through Paul, 
12so that even handkerchiefs and 
aprons that had touched him were taken 
to the sick, and their illnesses were 
cured and the evil spirits left them. 
13Some Jews who went around 
driving out evil spirits tried to 
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who were demon- 
possessed. They would say, “In the 
name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, 
I command you to come out.” 
14Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish 
chief priest, were doing this. 15(One 
day) the evil spirit answered them, 
“Jesus I know, and I know about 
Paul, but who are you?” 16Then 
the man who had the evil spirit 
jumped on them and overpowered 
them all. He gave them such 
a beating that they ran out of 
the house naked and bleeding. 
17When this became known to the 
Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, 
they were all seized with fear, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was held in high honor. 18Many 
of those who believed now came 
and openly confessed their evil 
deeds. 19A number who had 
practiced sorcery brought their 
scrolls together and burned them 
publicly. When they calculated the 
value of the scrolls, the total came 
to fifty thousand drachmas."! 20In 
this way the word of the Lord 
spread widely and grew in power.” 
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Jordan Delleman 
Senior Staff Writer 


have a confession to make: I am 

a failure! I have been attempting 
to quit this habit for a long time, 
but each attempt has been a 
miserable failure. I have used 
every trick in the book, I even tried 
to admit it to others, but I can’t 
seem to quit. There is Someone 
who keeps thwarting me. God. 

The thing that I am desperately 
trying to quit is volunteering. This 
past week of Social Justice Week 
has had a remarkable influence 
on myself and others. I have been 
volunteering at Wentworth Baptist 
Church as a Kids Club Leader for 
two years; I have been trying to quit 
for most of that time. Volunteering 
an entire Thursday afternoon is 
hard and there is a lot of slacking 
that I could be doing in that period 
of time. Or perhaps I could use that 
time to get certain things done but 
no matter how hard I try to quit, I 
keep getting suckered into going. 
For that, I thank God everyday. 

In the past two years, Kids Club 
has gone through a lot of changes. 
There were three leadership 
changes, four format changes, and 
the number of kids has varied from 
four to twenty five. It changes every 
week. Also, Kids Club has gone 
through a ton of students. Some 
Redeemer students go for a day, 
a month, a semester or perhaps a 
year. It is both encouraging and 
disheartening. It, is encouraging 
that there are awesome people to 
work with and that are willing to 
go to downtown Hamilton, but it is 
disheartening to see the frequency 
that the leadership changes. 

I am not trying to be self-righteous 
and show how committed I am, 
I am trying to convey how much 
of a blessing you can be when 
you let God use you. I have tried 
very hard to quit Kids Club and 
some days I have hidden in my 
room, miserable and refusing to 
leave. Yet, no matter how hard I 
try, God always pushes me to go. 
Sometimes I go late, or I try to make 
excuses, but I am still there. I thank 
God every time that I am there. 
Each time that I become apathetic 
or lazy; there is always something 
that forces me to go. Perhaps a 
leader will call me or someone will 
say something, or something will 
drive me from my house — I wind 
up downtown with a ton of kids 
yelling, screeching, kicking, and 
slobbering on me. And each time, 
I love it. It has been an excellent 
boost for me spiritually to be active 
and involved. It is for this reason 
that God keeps sending me to Kids 
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Staying Commited: 


and 


Club. I can see His blessings and 
I challenge you to stay committed 
when you volunteer. Here are 
some tips for sticking with it. 

1) Be essential. This is 
a big one. It is the number one 
way to make sure you are a part 
of something is to participate. I 
volunteered to do the story for 
Kids Club each week. I have to go, 
because no one else has prepared 
anything. For better or worse, I 
have a place and a consistent job. 
The other leaders who are also 
busy rely on me to come and to do 
my part. Thus, no matter how late 
I am, they are still waiting for me. 

2)Love what you are doing. 
I love kids; they are just balls of 
energy. There is something about 
seeing someone running around 
as a T-Rex, looking absolutely 
foolish that is just so invigorating. 
It is even better when it is a leader 
doing it. And what do you do with 
something you love? You talk about 
it. Just ask a geek about some video 
game, he will rant forever. Ask a 
Kids Club leader about a favourite 
child, they will rant forever. You 
can see the fervour in their eyes, 
and they will end up reminding 
themselves why they go. My 
parents, grandparents and friends 
are always asking me “Why are you 
thinking about not going? You love 
that place!” They will support you, 
and you will get to tell stories about 
awesome things. How sweet is that? 

3) Peri or iti ze; 
Volunteering is like everything in 
life, from drawing, to a permanent 
job, to playing chess, to swimming - 
it takes time and practice. The more 
you do it, the better you get, and 
the more people you affect. I write 
this following Social Justice Week. 


Education. 
It’s a dirty job, but 


someone’s gotta do it. 


Keeping With It 


ha 


oss 


But stop and think - if a person 
volunteers once a year and works 
for a soup kitchen doing dishes 
and calls it a good year — how much 
has that persondone? What if that 
person went every week or perhaps 
twice a week? Relationships will 
be built that would not exist 
otherwise, and talents will be 
ich as understanding 
lly listening to them. 
does anyone in this 
an someone to listen 
eing there every week, 
ns will continue and 
s fel be built, 
ent are essential. 
eve that we have 
Jone of this can 

happen with occasional attendance, 
it requires time and commitment. 
I admit, it - more than mere 
attendance. A lack of enthusiasm 
will hurt these relationships. We 
need to pray for energy to keep 
going and to be a good witness. 
4) Pick something you can 

do. Do not commit to something 
you know you will quit. Do 
something that you are interested 
in — theatre, cleaning, witnessing, 
food drives, anything! It does not 
matter what you do, it primarily has 
to do with why you are doing it. Do 
it for God, and do it with fervour. 
I hope this challenges you to 
remain committed. Volunteering is 
something that is just as important 
as working and being a good 
student. It is not Something to tack 
onto a day, something that you do 
on the side. It is something that 
defines you. Volunteering is a part 
of life that can constantly recharge 
you and make you on fire for God 
all the time. With God always 
beside you, how can you fail? 
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laughed and_ took pictures. 
Well, it’s Friday. Time to travel! 


Day 7: 

Wow, what a weekend whirlwind. 
In 3 days we managed to visit Yale, 
Harvard, and tour most of Boston, 
whichincluded walking the freedom 
trail, visiting the site of the Boston 
Tea Party, Fenway Park, and getting 
lost—over and over again. It’s good 
to be back with the missionaries. 
Today there was very interesting 
presentation on the reasons for, and 
missional implications of the spread 
of Pentecostalism. The question and 
answer period was lively, but due 
to time constraints, many questions 
remained unanswered. Thus, 
after the discussion closed, many 
students looked for Dr. Bowald to 
help them with their questions, 
but he was nowhere to be found. 


Day 10: 

We had a seminar today from 
a woman named Michelle who 
lived in North Africa for 15 years. 
She was an incredible example 
of service for everyone at the 
conference. She emphasized the 
need for a missionary to love the 
people within his/her adopted 
country, living among the people, 
and learning the language. Her 
presentation also taught us the 
importance of _ reconciliation 
between individuals and groups 
as a vital part of mission. One thing 
she said that I found particularly 
striking is how reconciliation 
between people groups often sets 
the foundation for reconciliation 
with God. Overall, Michelle’s 
presentation challenged everyone 
to consider how to witness through 
working toward reconciliation. 
It was also interesting to see 
how many other missionaries 
echoed Michelle’s emphasis on 
reconciliation. This seems to be a 
big theme in global missions today. 


Day 12: 

The worship this morning was 
incredible! Hearing so many 
different languages uniting in 
one chorus was a very powerful 
experience. Following worship, 
we heard a_ seminar _ that 
really highlighted the issue of 
contextualization for missionaries. 
It focused on the nature of language 
and its impact on Bible translation. 
Harriet Hill, the presenter, talked 
about how translation is not about 
word-for-word translation, but 
must involve understanding what 
connotations each word carries 
within the culture. For an example, 
she used the verse: “I am the bread 
of life.” In a certain African context, 
bread is not understood to be a 


Whirlwind 


stomach-filler; it is only eaten by 
the rich because it is a luxury food. 
Therefore, in such a context, Jesus 
would be understood as being for 
the rich only. Not only that, but 
the gospel would not provide the 
people with all that is necessary 
for life. So, Harriet was making 
the point that understanding the 
culture is essential if the Bible is to be 
translated in a way that would not 
eclipse the meaning of the gospel. 


Day 13: 

I am riding home and have at 
least ten hours of driving ahead. 
I find myself feeling somewhat 
overwhelmed as I reflect upon 
all issues that were discussed at 
this conference. There is so much 
going on in the world and now we 
have to go back to Redeemer and 
learn in a classroom, while people 
around the world are actively 
engaged in missions, and risking 
their lives for the kingdom of God. 
In light of this, however, I found out 
last speaker, Scott Sunquist, really 
encouraging. He said that education 
was one of the greatest needs in 
the developing world—which 
explains why so many missionaries 
were doing graduate work at Yale 
through OMSC. Sunquist also 
talked about how we need to have 
a wide embrace for other people, 
to understand them, and to love 
them. Although embrace makes 
us vulnerable, we are called to 
be like Christ, and reach out. 


Day 14: 

Today I am back at Redeemer. I am 
finding the transition a bit more 
difficult then I imagined. I miss the 
diverse, multi-cultural community 
of OMSC, and I find it challenging 
to understand how to incorporate 
the things I learned at OMSC into 
my life at Redeemer. Although it 
is difficult, I am encouraged daily 
by the community here. I see many 
people seeking to serve God in so 
many different aspects of campus 
life. We are called to be like Christ. 
The struggle to serve God is 
difficult, but if I cannot serve him 
here, I cannot hope that a change 
of location will make me more 
faithful. So, I will continue to 


reflect, pray, and learn from those 
around me... and as I do I hope 
to teach others what I have learned 
and also learn from those within the 
wonderful Redeemer community. 
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Bless me, Father, for I have 
sinned.” These are the 
words that we struggle to 
speak, words that seem to 
choke us, words that wound our 
pride and pierce our sense of self- 
righteousness. 

These are words of admission 
before God and His Church that 
press us to surrender our pride. 
In an authentic stroke of humble 
presentation, we are called to 
move out from the secret recesses 
of our inner life, the painful reality 
of our betrayal of God's love, 
our moral indifference, the small 
and great expressions of harm 
that we have brought to the lives 
of others, and the hard to hold 
belief that we can make a go of 
it without Jesus and His Church. 

We have a hard time using the 
word “sin” to describe the choices 
and actions that have marked 
our days or many years. We use 
words and phrases like “mistakes,” 
“poor judgments,” “unacceptable 
behaviour,” “inappropriate actions,” 
and “insensitive comments.” The 
challenge to call words and 
actions and choices by their 
most correct name, “SIN,” and 
the significant impact that they 
have on ourselves and others as 
“MORALLY OFFENSIVE,” is a 
challenge we are hesitant to meet. 
It seems demeaning and offensive 
to self-esteem to use a word that 
fills me with a sense of shame and 
the compelling need to approach 
God with a sense of remorse. 

If we are to truly encounter God’s 
mercy in the person of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, and be washed clean 
of “s...sssii ... SIN,” (there, I said it) 
only then can we truly experience 
the richness of grace that frees us 
from sin and re-establishes the 
bond of love that refreshes and 
makes new every relationship. 
Welcome to the grace of God 
in the Sacrament of Penance 
(Reconciliation). Welcome to the 
real world where things are spoken 
with humility and clarity. Welcome 
to the healing and_ sobering 
grace of God's love. Welcome 
home! There is nothing more real 
and humbling and _ gratifying. 
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A contrite (confessor) person 
will seek the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation (confession) 


because he/she is sorry for his/ 
her sins. This is when he/she 
confesses their sins to Jesus 
Christ's representative on earth. 

Many have wondered and some 
have asked, “are Catholics correct 
in going and confessing sins to 
priests”. The question of: are 
priests authorized by God to be a 
mediator between God and man 
in regards to sin? Or is confession 
to Priests a man-made tradition? 

Let me first look at John 20:22-23 
it is here where Jesus commissioned 
the apostles to forgive sins. I 
will look at a few verses before 
so we can look at the context: 
19: On the evening of that day, the 
first day of the week, the doors 
being shut where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20: 
When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord. 21: Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so 
I send you.” 22; And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them, and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23: If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained. 
Here we see that Jesus appears to the 
apostles. He appears saying, “Peace 
be with you.” He showed them 
that he was really alive and here. 
Then He says, “As the Father 


FEATURES 


Confessions From My Worldview 


sent me, I send you.” Then he 
“breathes” on the apostles the Holy 
Spirit. (Shortly we will look at the 
importance of the term “breathe”). 
So, prior to Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit is given to the exclusive, few 
people. Now, this is a momentous 
occasion here, where the Holy 
Spirit is given to a special group 
of people, before the Holy Spirit is 
given to all on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2). Here it is the apostles who 
were given the Holy Spirit that He 
had just promised to give them 
(john 16:1-10), which He could 
not give before the resurrection. 

The Father sends Jesus to do 
what? He is the mediator between 
God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). He is the 
only way to the Father (Jn. 14:6). He 
asserts in the New Testament His 
authority to forgive sins (Mk. 2:5, 
10-11, Mt. 9:2-6, Lk. 5:20, Lk. 7:48). 
He is sent to bring redemption and 
the forgiveness of sins. Now, in this 
passage in John 20, Jesus says, “As 
the Father sends him, I send you.” 
Then He tells them to forgive sins 
(just as He was authorized to forgive 
sins). He says, “If you forgive sins, 
they are forgiven.” As the Father 
used Jesus to reconcile man to 
God, so Jesus used the apostles to 
reconcile man to God. It is in this 
context that He says “If you forgive 
the sins of any they are forgiven.” 


The question of who was Jesus 
addressing is often questioned - 
was He saying this to all followers, 
including non-apostles? Many of 
you perhaps are suggesting that 
it here that Jesus commissioned 
all people to preach the gospel. 
John does not explicitly indicate to 
whom this is addressed and there 
is no mention of preaching the 
gospel. The gospel says to forgive 
sins. However, there does seem to 
be a focus on only the apostles. If 
we focus on who was not there, 
there is only Thomas, the Mother 
of Jesus and other non-apostles, so 
the apparent outlook is that this 
was directed to the apostles only. 
There is no mention of any non- 
apostles in this appearance. In v. 24, 
immediately after this appearance, 
John writes that Thomas, one of the 
twelve, was not there, indicating 
that this prior commission 
involves the apostles only. 
Again, after breathing the Holy 
Spirit on the apostles, prior to 
Pentecost, Jesus tells them that if 
you forgive the sins of any, their 
sins are forgiven, if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained. 
The plain reading of the Scripture 
is that the apostles specifically 
are given the power to forgive or 
retain sins. An important part of 
Jesus’ commission was to forgive 
sins. This commission is passed on 
to the apostles. The commission 
here is not to preach the gospel 
and baptize, which is given in Mk. 
16:16, or Mt. 28:18-20, where they 
are told to preach everything he 
taught and baptize. Instead, the 
commission is for the apostles 


(you) to forgive sins. How can they 
forgive sins, unless individuals 
tell them what their sins were? 
There is thus, for those who want 
to be forgiven sins, a necessity of 
declaring their sins to the apostles, 
and it is up to the apostles, to either 
forgive or retain their sins. That is 
what the sacrament of confession 
does. This pass is explicit in 
telling us at the apostles have 
the authority forgive sins. 
In reference to the mention of 
the Holy Spirit, and the fact that 
Jesus ‘breathed’ the Holy Spirit, a 
passage in 2:7 is relevant: 
“Then the LO 
dust from the 
into his nostrils 
and man became a living being.” 
In John 20:22, it says that Jesus 
breathed on the apostles the 
Holy Spirit. According to the 
Jerome Biblical © Commentary, 
the momentous occasion is laid 
out here: “He breathed on them: 
This is a parable in action, a 
sign, a sacrament, to indicate the 
conferring of the Spirit (pneuma 
- breath, spirit; ef. 3:8). Jn uses the 
same verb as in the Greek text 
of Gn. 2:7 to describe this new 
creation. receive the Holy Spirit. 
(Raymond Brown, Joseph Fitzmyer, 
The Jerome Biblical Commentary, 
Prentice Hall, Inc, Englewood 


Cliffs, NJ, 1967, 177 p. 464.) 
New life-giving power, such as was 
given to given life to man, is also 
given to the apostles to forgive sins. 
The use of this language by Jesus, 
and John who is relaying his words, 
show of vast importance the words 
that follow. New life is to be given 
to those who have authority to 
forgive sins, which will in fact give 
new life to those who need to get 
their sins forgiven. The apostles are 
Jesus’ instruments in forgiving sins 
Jesus says, “If you forgive the sins 
of any they are forgiven.” He 
sends the apostles with Jesus’ own 
authority, to forgive sins. That is a 
very clear passage. If you forgive, 
then they are forgiven. If one is 
in Christ, one wants to be part of 
‘they are forgiven’. If one is not 
a part of ‘their’, their sins are not 
forgiven, because th retained, 

So Jesus Himself decides that 


the way He mediates for the 
forgiveness of sins, shy giving the 
apostles authority to forgive those 
sins. The only way e they can 
get those sins forgiven is if those 
authorized are made aware of those 
sins that one commits, That is the 
basis for confession. $0 confessing 
sins, the Jesus way, is through 
those given authority to forgive 
sins. This authority was given from 
Jesus himself, and has been passed 
on since the time of Jesus. That is 
what the priest docs in confession. 
You can’t say, “Well, I am going 
directly to Jesus,” yet ignore 
the way that He said He would 
mediate the forgiveness of sins!!! 
What if someone argues the 
following: “Nowhere will _ it 


tell ME to confess my sins to 
a priest. You may read a verse 
and try to apply it to meet your 
doctrine but nowhere does it tell 
me this clearly and concisely”. 
I would respond by saying: I don’t 
know how Jesus could have been 
any clearer than He was in John 20: 
21-23. “As the Father sends me, so I 
send you.” Verse 21. Clear. Right at 
that time, he sends (breathes, creates 
new life) the Holy Spirit on the 
apostles for this Great Commission. 
Clear. Verse 22. “If you forgive 
sins, of any they are forgiven.” 
Verse 23. Clear. That seems pretty 
clear and concise to me. And this 
applies to any people who follow 
Jesus. I am a part of “any”. If you 
are a follower of Jesus, you want 
to become part of “any”. This is 
explicit for all followers of Christ. 
With all the passages we have 
seen, how can this fact be reconciled 
with the passages in John 20, James 
5, 2 Cor. 2, Mt. 18, 2 Cor. 5, Acts 19? 
Well, Jesus is in fact the mediator 
between God and man. As He is 
the mediator, He decides how he 
is to mediate. Of course while on 
earth, He gave forgiveness of sins 
directly to individuals. However, 
after His resurrection, He decided 
how he was going to mediate 
the forgiveness of sins. He did 
this in John 20:22-23. There, He 
proclaimed to the apostles that 
they had a ministry to forgive sins. 
Since He gave them the ministry 
to forgive sins; that is the way He 
decided to mediate forgiveness of 
sins. That ministry that He gave 
to the apostles would also be 
passed on to all generations. That 
is because He said He would be 
with us until the end of the age (Mt. 
28:18-20). The authority that He 
gave the apostles must then be for 
succeeding generations as well. As 
that is the way that He decided that 
to be, if we want our post baptismal 
sins to be forgiven, that is the way 
we should get our sins forgiven. 
Thus, if He decided that is the way 
sins are to be forgiven, and we go 
on our own and ignore this ministry 
that He himself created, we are not 
truly having him as our mediator. 
What do we make of the following 
passage in 1 John? 1 John 1:7-9: 
6 If we say we have fellowship with 
him while we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not live according 
to the truth; 7 but if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 8 If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just, and 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness, 10 If we 
say we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
Here is a passage, which shows 
that our justification is dependent 
upon our holiness. First, John says 
that we will be cleansed from sin 
only if we walk in the light (vv. 6-7). 


Winter Retreat a Success 


as “a riot” and “very messy” as 
everyone was tied together at the 
wrists and told to eat the supper, 
spaghetti. A certain member of 
Dorm 9 (name withheld to same 
embarrassment) was seen spilling 
a drink over the table, and not 
having his wrists tied together. 
In the night though, in room 
number two, there were pranksters 
working their magic. Three sleeping 
girls somehow fell through their 
beds and landed on the floor. Those 
camp beds just are not very safe. 
After asking many people for their 
impressions of the weekend almost 
all of them said that this weekend 
was a great way of meeting new 
people and coming closer to 
God. Participants were able to 
focus more on God and His plan 
for us and our spiritual growth. 
Robin Hogan commented 

on the number of first years in 
attendance and of the variety of 
dorms that came. She also noted 


Then John writes saying that we do 
sin (v. 8). There is no use in denying 
that we sin. What do we do to get 
cleansed of that sin? John writes that 
we must ‘confess our sins’ (v. 9). We 
will only get forgiven if we confess 
our sins. Thus, God will forgive our 
sins only if we confess those sins. 
Verse 9 says ‘If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all our 
righteousness’. Now, John does not 
write on who we confess our sins 
to in this particular passage. Is it to 
God directly or to those authorized 
to hear confession of our sins? 
Remember, John is the very person 
who has Jesus saying this to the 
apostles on how we get our sins 
forgiven (cleansed). One more time: 
John 20:22: And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23: If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
He gave the apostles the authority 
to forgive sins. That is the basis 
for confession. When John writes 
this in 1 Jn.1:9, John is keeping 
in mind what he heard Jesus 
himself say. So this passage does 
reflect belief in the sacrament 
of confession. It is not explicitly 
stated as such, but the readers of 
this passage of course know of 
this commission that John himself 
heard and wrote in the gospel. 
“Bless me Father for these and 
all my sins”. The priest will 
briefly discuss the effects of ones 
sins and will offer advice and 
encouragement on leading a 
better Christian life. He will give 
a penance to perform (usually 
a prayer or good deed) and to 
pronounce the words of absolution, 
which free a penitent from those 
chains, which have bound him. The 
priest may also ask you to say the 
Act of Contrition (O my God, I am 
heartily sorry for having offended 
you. I detest all my sins because 
of your just punishments, but 
most of all because they offend 
you, my God, who are all good 
and deserving of all my love. I 
firmly resolve, with the help of 
your grace, to sin no more and to 
avoid the occasions of sin. Amen). 
In the quiet of the confessional, the 
power of Christ is stirred for the 
renewal of the soul. That which 
was broken is healed. What was so 
heavy at the time of coming is lifted. 
It is own a new birth that is once 
more imparted to the penitent. The 
divine hears through the human ear. 
The fruits of Calvary are applied, 
and the waters of baptism flow 
once again over the sullied soul. 
In the confessional we are made 
young again. As a child is brought 
to the font, so the soul is presented 
to our Lord for Him to do His 
work. And when it is done, those 
happy words: “Go in peace, for the 
Lord has taken away your sins.” 
I am a child of God! 
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that there was only five forth 
years that came, Overall, she said 
that the weekend was awesome. 
“It was really spiritually reviving... 
I had so much fun meeting different 
people that I usually don’t hang out 
with. I laughed a lot”, Grace Dekker 
said. “I totally loved it! The people 
who didn’t go MISSED OUT MAN!” 
Joy Johnson told us, “The 
winter retreat forced me to re- 
examine the basis of my faith 
and brought me face-to-face with 
questions that won’t be answered 
tomorrow or in the near future” 
and Ashley Feddes said, “It just 
helped us to see who Jesus really 
was, that he ‘was completely 
selfless and loves each one of us 
to no end.” [Re: foot washing] 

Huge thanks you go out 
to the SASC (Spiritual and 
Services Committee) who 
organized the retreat. Everyone 
can’t wait till the next retreat! 
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school | 


A! the public high 
attended, | made no efforts to 


conceal I was a Catholic. I would 
often engage in debates with 
teachers, write essay assignments 
on explicitly Catholic themes, and 


would cart around my Rosary and 
Bible to spark discussions with 
And it One 


instance comes to mind in particular 


classmates worked 


While mentioning in passing to a 


friend of mine one Friday before 


class that | was going to Confession 
the next day, an outspoken self- 
proclaimed atheist looked at me 


“What 
I noticed both 


wide and said, 
is that like?’ 


yet amazement 


with eyes 
exactly 
in her 


horror and 


tone not uncharacteristic from 
the girl who once glanced at the 
crucifix I wore, furrowed her brow 

“How does it feel to wear 
Quy neck?” 


| looked back at this classmate, 


and said 
a dead around your 
wanting to give a succinct answer 
class but 
befuddled. To be 
it hadn't occurred to me 
that that 


anything unusual about Confession. 


before began, found 


myself honest, 
really 
until moment there was 
Although I realized other religions 
did not 


practice, l 


have a comparable 
thought it seemed 
natural for Catholics 


to attend the Sacrament, 


perfectly 
to want 
and frequently, for that matter. | 
mean, if you go to a psychiatrist for 
psychological problems, a dentist 
for orthodontic problems, why 
not a cleric for spiritual problems? 

Obviously, I wasn’t the first person 
to think it beneficial, even necessary 
for my faith to attend Confession. 
In fact, Christians have been doing 
it for centuries. In the Didache, one 
of the earliest documents from the 


Church by the Fathers themselves, 


‘ 


Lorah 


we are told that you must “confess 
your sins in church, and do not 
go up to your prayer with an evil 
conscience. This is the way of life 

On the Lord’s Day gather together, 
break bread, and give thanks, after 
confessing your transgressions so 
that your sacrifice may be pure.” 
(Didache 4:14, 14:1). From as early as 
JOAD, Christians were instructed to 
make confession part of their way 
of life. Although the Didache doesn’t 
suggest how one should confess or 
to whom, later Fathers make that 
clarification. By the year 251AD, 
Cyprian writes that the forgiveness 
of sins can only take place “through 
the 
this notion 


priests.” Ambrose reiterates 


when he states of the 
“that 


right is given to priests alone.” 


forgiveness of sins, this 
If you're paying attention and I hope 
you are, by now your're thinking of 
raising, the question of 1 Timothy 2: 
5: “But there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and man, 
who is Christ Jesus.” You ask, “Can’t 
[ just confess my sins to God? Just 
who gives the priest the authority 
to hear all my sins, anyway?” 
In a Christ. 


Recall the words of Christ Himself 


word: 


to the apostles in the Gospel of John. 
“Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven. Whose sins you shall 
retain, they are retained” (John 20: 
23). Some might suggest that Christ 
was referring to the need of the 
apostles to preach the Good News 
of the forgiveness of sins. If this is 
the case, the notion of ‘retention’ 
becomes curious. How can the 
apostles 
verbally 
Before 


‘retain’ sins unless they are 
them first? 
misunderstandings 
arise, | to point out that 
although Christ gave the apostles 
and their successors the power to 


confessed to 
any 
want 


absolve sins, that power is only 


performed through Him, with Him, 
and in Him. As we read in Matthew 


, 


: a * 
a J 


Bradford 


9:2-8 
only 
physical 


Christ not 
heals the 
ailments 


of the paralytic, 
but also forgives 
his sins. Obviously, 


Christ Himself is the 
one perfect and holy 
sacrifice for our sins 
Hence, we Catholics 
confidently 
Timothy 2 
5 as well, That one 
Mediator merely acts 
through the priest 


can 


recite | 


Still, if Christ 
Himself is the One 
acting through 
the Sacrament, 
why bother with 


Confession? Isn’‘t the 
priest a middle-man, 
a distraction even, 


from the freedom 


and forgiveness 
attained through 
Christ alone? 


Again, the 
Scriptures point to 
the help received in 
confessing toanother 
person. James 5 
16 encourages 
the Christian to 
“confess your sins to 
one another so that 
you may be healed.” 
The most crippling 
of all mankind is, 
of course, sin. To actually humble 


diseases” of 


yourself and admit your sins to 
another person is a very freeing 
experience, and one that demands 
accountability from the confessing 
party. While obviously 
before God in contrition with our 
sins is essential, He also gives us 
members of His Body to extend the 
challenge further to live up to the 
life to which we have been called. 
It’s no coincidence that the follow- 


coming 
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up verse to James 5:16 states that 
“the prayer of a righteous man is 
look 


aware 


powerful and effective.” We 


to others to become more 
of our need to repent, and because 
of their motivation, turn back to 
Christ the grace 


to truly repent and sin no more 


who gives us 

In all honesty, going to Confession 
isn’t a 
difficult 
how many ways [| have “sinned and 


pleasant experience. It’s 


for me to acknowledge 


fallen short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). I often squirm at the 
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idea of looking into my conscience 
and seeing the murkiness therein 
Having to admit my sins to another 
difficult 


However, realizing I am a 


person can be very 


sinner 
while asking for forgiveness, 
and by the grace of God, making 
these 


a resolution to avoid 


sins, is so freeing. Sure, I am a 
sinner, but as it says in John 8 
32, “the truth will set you free.” 
Acknowledging my _ sins, and 


thereby receiving the mercy of Our 
Lord and Savior, is truly liberating 


S to bank 


Student PrimeLine at Prime 

Get the flexibility of a line of credit made especially for students. Only for 
Redeemer University College students, DUCA increased the limit of the 
Student PrimeLine to up to $10,000. 


® INTERAC |s 4 trade-mark of interac Inc. DUCA Financial Services Credit Union Ltd. authorized user of the Trade-mark. 
® MASTERCARD is a registered trademark owned by MasterCard International Incorporated and is used under license. 
‘® CHOICE REWARDS Is a registered trademark of CU Electronic Transaction Services Inc. 


“DUCA gave me the information | 
needed to get my savings off the 
ground.” 


2017 Mount Vorest Drive, Burlington 
(Just North of the QEW off Brant St.) 


lel. 905.315 


burlington@duca.com 
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CAMPUS SPORTS 


Check Point 


Are sports enough of a 
priority at Redeemer? 


Brenda Kooy 
Senior Staff Writer 


eorge W. Bush recently gave 

his annual State of the Union 
address, reflecting on life and times 
in the United States. Now, in the 
midst of the 2006-2007 athletics year 
at Redeemer, itis time todo the same. 
Granted, Athletic Director Dave 
Mantel probably won’t address a 
capacity crowd in the auditorium, 
and the debacles of Iraq and that 
of a crowded athletic centre can’t 
be put on quite the same plane. 
However, as with American 
governmental affairs, there are 
successes and failures to be noted. 
In terms of varsity programs, 
some have been good and others 
have not. Volleyball has again 
led the way, with both men’s and 
women’s teams being consistently 
mentioned in provincial ranking 
scuttlebutt. Fan support has 
reflected this, as well. Large and 
crowds have turned 
out to support the teams to create 
a true home-court atmosphere. 
Redeemer’s season, 
now seems somewhat 
distant, could best be described 
as average. The men’s team failed 
to reach its goals and did not 
qualify for the postseason, while 
the women’s team scored a lot of 
goals, but could not stay consistent 
the duration of the season. 


boisterous 


soccer 
which 


for 


The final major varsity program has 
been the most disappointing. While 
the men’s basketball team has loads 
of promising talent, they have been 
unable to reach back for something 
extra at the end of games, and have 
a 2-6 record to show as a result. 
That being said, a second half push 
is not out of the question for Coach 
Dwayne Washington's squad. The 
women’s team, though, has been 
downright disappointing. Coach 
Denita Dyck has been unable to 
motivate her team, which sits at 0-6 
and last in their division. Massive 
team chemistry issues, the loss of 
Jenn Ranter and Hannah Fleming, 
and dramatic under-recruitment 
have all been factors in this struggle. 

Aside from performance issues 
though, Redeemer athletics 
must also be scrutinized from a 
foundational level. This, of course, 
means talking about money. The 
traditional rap on Redeemer 
athletic programs is a lack of 
funding, facilities, and resources. 
Being a smaller, Christian school 
in competition with large, public 
colleges, does Redeemer, and 
should they even stand a chance? 

To analyze this epidemic, I have 
referenced three other Christian 
universities and how they have 
coped with this same disadvantage. 
First, there is Calvin College. 
Calvin is a school that shares Dutch 
Calvinist bloodlines with Redeemer, 
but is about 60 years older. It 
competes in the Mid-America 
Athletic | Conference, playing 
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against other Division III schools 
in the United States. It has won 


numerous national championships 


in a host of different sports, from 
basketball to cross country to hockey 
(which, like at Redeemer, is not a 
varsity sport). In short, its athletic 
achievements have been impressive. 
Calvin has made sports one 

of the focal points of the school. 
Alumni donors and _ corporate 
sponsorships have helped 
immensely, most notably with the 
brand new Spoelhof Athletic centre 
and field house that is currently 
under construction. Aside from 
overly adequate facilitiesthough, the 
school boasts strong grassroots and 
recruitment programs. Intramural 
programs included almost 2,500 
students last year, while coaches 
and recruiters regularly go head 
to head with colleagues from more 
powerful American universities to 
put together competitive teams. 
By accommodating varsity and 
recreational athletes so well, 
Calvin continues to uphold _ its 
previous standards of excellence. 
Another athletically dominant 
Christian university is Trinity 
Western, out of British Columbia. 
TWU, like Calvin, has claimed 
several national championships, 
including the fiercely competitive 
men’s volleyball crown in 2006, 
held at McMaster University. They 
too must constantly recruit and 
expand to maintain their programs, 
snagging spotlight players that 
might have more _ incentive- 
laden offers from other schools. 
Trinity Western seems to have 
solved the problems of funding 
as well. Without the abundance 
of large alumni donors that 
Calvin possesses, the school has 
established numerous corporate 
links. They also do an admirable 
job of providing outlets to support 
athletics, even providing links 
to sponsor a) program online. 


A third Christian university 
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making a splash in _ athletics 
is Liberty University, based in 
Virginia. Liberty is the largest of 
the three schools listed, competing 
in NCAA Division I play. As a 
result, it also best demonstrates 
a professionally-driven athletics 
program, which features16 different 
varsity sports and two club sports. 
Liberty provides links to its fan 
club, online store, team schedules, 
and multimedia highlights 
all through its website. Also 
listed are the numerous media 
outlets that the university has, 
from radio stations to major 
American television _ networks. 
Now it may seem unrealistic to 
compare Redeemer athletics with 
the programs of these three schools. 
However, upon closer examination, 
these Christian universities all 
face similar realities. Every one 
of these schools is under-sized in 
comparison to the competition; 
every program must be fairly 
resourceful in terms of funding, 
relying on donations and outside 
contributions; and every school 
recruits mostly from faith-based 
high schools, a dramatically smaller 
talent pool than the public sphere 
that competitors choose from. 
With all these difficulties in 
common, how is it then that 
Redeemer has not experienced 
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the same success of its Christian 
colleagues in the US and out West? 
Perhaps the answer lies in the 
priorities of the school. While it may 
have been a good idea to repave the 
parking lot, would the money have 
been better spent to expand the 
cramped athletic centre? Could 
athletics have been made more a 
part of the “Growing with Integrity” 
expansion campaign? Could the 
university open itself up to more 
publicly funded money if it agreed 
to compromise on certain issues? 
These questions and more must 
be answered in the near future 
if Redeemer seriously seeks to 
expand its athletic enterprise. As 
[ noted in my previous article, 
things have been getting better 
over the last several years. 
But to be taken seriously, 
Redeemer athletics must take more 
than just baby steps. Excellence 
on the field or the court is in fact 
a direct reflection of the entire 
program. Recruitment, coaching, 
funding and facilities must all 
be up to par if championships 
are to be won. With these goals 
accomplished, Redeemer 
absolutely be able to overcome 
its size obstacles and put itself 
firmly on the map in the OCAA. 


will 


Macieo Justice 


Katie Richardson - Senior Staff Writer 


The Men's basket ball team 
doesn’t have the greatest record, 
sitting at two wins and six loses 
so far this season in OCAA league 
games, but new point guard Macieo 
Justice doesn’t see this continuing. 

Macieo says it's all about the 
chemistry of the team, something that 
has been missing so far this season but 
will come. The team has a great group 
of players with a lot of talent; they 
just need to find their chemistry that 
will bring all of their individual skills 
together. This Macieo thinks will bring 
the Men’s team not only a better record 
but maybe even into the post season. 

The Redeemer Royals squad is 
a little different then Macieo is 
used to playing with. They have a 
different style of play and a different 
character. “They're a great group of 
guys and | love them,” says Macieo. 

Who is this new guy with so much 
optimism for the remainder of the 
basketball season? Macieo is a transfer 
student who gave up a scholarship 
to the University of Florida because 
Redeemer had 3 things Florida didn't 
have. 1) It was closer to his Detroit, 
Michigan home, 2) It is in Canada and 
3) It is a Christian institution. Prior to 
the University of Florida, Macieo spent 
a year and a half at Elizabeth City 
State University in North Carolina, an 
American Methodist school. Macieo 
is a Political Science major and he 
plans to eventually go to law school 
and later work in Corporate Law. 

The fact that Redeemer is in 


Men’s Basketball 


Canada was a plus for Macieo , which 
may come as a surprise for sume, 
especially when you consider our 
current snow and cold temperatures. 
Most individuals would pick the warm 
weather and the sun of Florida over our 
snow. Macieo says however, that he 
likes Canada because the people are 
universally friendly and open minded. 
While Redeemer has lots to offer 
Macieo, Macieo has just as much to 
bring to Redeemer basketball. Macieo, 
25, first picked up a ball at age 5 
and has been playing since grade 3. 
Not only does Macio bring 17 years 
of playing experience but he says he 
is also bringing his knowledge of the 
game, his personality and his skill. 
That skill includes an ability to score 
points, his personal record being 56 
points in a game, as well as attending 
ABCD, a pre-All American camp. 
Macieo is not only skilled as a 
basketball player but he also has 
a great love for the game. Macieo 
says basketball is “a cure of racism; 
players whether white, black, green 
or yellow, have camaraderie for 
a lifetime." Basketball has given 
Macieo an open mindedness that 
he says he didn’t always find in the 
United States because of their culture. 
With six games remaining in the 
season, we will see if Macieo is right 
about the team creating a better 
chemistry. If you want to check out 
Macieo and the Redeemer Royals Men's 
basketball team, come on out to the 
next home game, Wednesday February 
14, 2007 against Niagara College. 


-P- AGE 7 


FARAHE 


CROWN 


FEBRUARY 1, 


Julle Konyndyk 
Layout Editor 


like clothes. There. I said it. In 
fact, [love clothes. I love buying 
them, I love wearing them, and 

I love cross-coordinating them 

by way of colour and function in 
my closet. Yes, I spent a dime or 
two on textbooks this year, but 
I also enjoyed more than a few 
spontaneous trips to Limeridge in 
between my visits to the Campus 
Bookstore. Yes, my shelves are 
cluttered with the appropriate 
amount of required novels and 
anthologies for the 20-something 
English/Art major, but there is also 
a substantial stack of Vogues under 
my night table. I just so happen to 
be a penniless, frugal, Christian 
university student who enjoys many 
facets of the fashion industry. Does 
that then also make me a hypocrite? 
Granted, the fashion industry of 
the past few decades has earned 
its self a _ less-than-impressive 
reputation. It is one of cocaine 
addled supermodels, — sexually 
manipulative advertising, shady 
backdoor policies and outrageous 
prices. And it certainly isn’t Peta 
friendly. Looking at the more recent 
style icons, it is quite obvious that 
the art of style can be a very seedy 
business. Kate Moss remains the 
dominant face of brands like 
Versace and Burberry, despite 
being caught red-handed snorting 
coke on the subway. Nowadays, 
when she’s not going through the 
seven steps of rehab at Betty Ford, 
she’s gallivanting around the U.K 
with her strung-out boyfriend. 


LIFE Se SPY LE 
Does the Devil Really Wear Prada? 


Confessions of a fashion enthusiast 


year than any other model. On 
these grounds, I will be the first to 
admit that this is an industry that 
needs more than a little redeeming. 

Despite it all though, I believe 
Christians and the catwalk are not 


as polar as many of us assume. 
Whether it is the highbrow realms 
of couture in Milan or Paris, or the 
individual choices we make every 
morning as we dress for school, 
fashion can be a means of embracing 
and celebrating the creative 


In its purest form, fashion is 
a celebration of the beautiful. 
Though it is often misdirected by 
sex and scandal, it is an artistic 
discipline, just like any other 
realm of design. One needs only 


“Whether it is the 
highbrow reals of 
couture in Milan 
and. Faris, or the 
individual choices we 
wake every morning 
as we dress tor school, 
fashion can be witans 
of enrbracing and. 


celebrating our creative 


impulses a 


to look as far as Vanity Fair or 
Harper’s Bazaar to see that it does 
indeed entail a great amount of 
understanding of a visual language. 

What allows fashion to be so 
easily misdirected however, is the 
large role it playsin the consumerist 


Yet she’s graced more covers this 


impulses God instills in many of us. 


landscape. It is here that Christians 


need to practice a certain degree of 
discernment, not absolute neglect. 
When I look at oversized leather 
bag with fantastic buckles and 
perfect stitching from Gucci's spring 
line, I can admire the craftsmanship 


without forgiving its $4000 dollar 
price tag. I can appreciate the 
work of long-established fashion 
houses like Coco Chanel, but 
openly criticize the times they use 
to naked people to sell clothes they 
aren’t wearing. When I convince 
myself I just have to have that 


scarf, I should reevaluate my 
defenition of “have”, and pay 
more attention to the collection 
plate that awaits me on Sunday. 
On a more individual and 
relatable level, fashion can be 
a wonderful outlet of creative 
expression. While it’s mistakenly 
characterized by conformity, use 
it to nurture your individuality. 
Celebrate your uniqueness. There 
is no shame in enjoying the options 
outside bootleg jeans, Redeemer 
hoodies, and low messy buns. It’s 
an opportunity to paint yourself 
on a daily basis. But remember, 
like I mentioned before, you 
don’t need Dolce and Gabanna 
to do this. When you're being 
completely outfitted by OSAP, like 
I am, bargain shopping is essential, 
and much more _ rewarding. 
Nowadays, you don’t need to 
abandon a social consciousness, 
or relish in vanity in order to have 
fun with your wardrobe. Not to 
mention, there are a wide-range of 
alternative brand names or sweat- 
shop free labels on the horizon. A 
conscience has never been more 
chic. The field of fashion is open- 
season for Christians with a creative 
edge and principled outlooks on life. 
At the risk of sounding like 

an INT 121 broken record, God 
still lays claim to every inch of 


the human existence, and that 
includes the fashion industry. 
The corruption that permeates 


much of it isn’t a repellent, but 
an opportunity for a different 
approach. So enjoy your knee- 
high boots, your sparkly clutches, 
your skinny jeans, because they’ll 
probably be out of date next week. 


Redeemer Campus Card 
Frequently Asked Questions 


1)What is Redeemer’s Campus Card? 
Redeemer’s Campus Card is your current 
Redeemer ID card that can be set up in 
order for you to purchase items with it at 
the Redeemer’s Food Court (Williams, The 
Grill) and The Market. Come to Campus 
Services and purchase a Value Meal Plan 
and/or Convenience Cash. Swipe your card 
when making a purchase and the amount 
will be automatically deducted. Additional 
Value Meal Plans and/or Convenience Cash 
can be purchased as necessary. 


2)Who can purchase a Value Meal Plan or 
Convenience Cash? 

Any student, faculty or staff person can 
purchase a Redeemer University Value 
Meal lan with or without accompanying 
Convenience Cash. 

If your preference is for maximum value, 
purchase a Value Meal Plan. If your 
preference is for buying “what you want 
when you want”, buy Convenience Cash. If 
your preference is somewhere in the middle, 
buy both at an appropriate level that suits 
your dining needs! 

Students who are currently on Redeemer’s 
Food Plan can purchase Convenience Cash. 


3)What is the benefit to me of purchasing a Value 
Meal Plan or Convenience Cash? 

Purchase of a Value Meal Plan provides 
value and savings of PST. Additionally, the 
greater your participation, the less you pay 
per meal. 

Purchasing additional Convenience Cash 
also provides benefits: 

c)Convenience of purchase (no need to carry 
cash) 

d)Security (Your card gets lost? Simply 
report it lost to Campus Services Office and 
it will be cancelled immediately.) 

e)With additional amounts of Convenience 
Cash purchased you will receive Bonus 
Dollars 

f)Convenience of preparation (no need to 
make your own lunch or wash your own 
dishes) 

g)Convenience of shopping, particularly if 
you an off-campus student (no need to go 
to the supermarket to purchase your lunch 
food items) 

h)Convenience Cash can be used at The 
Market as well 

i)Expand your sense of community at 


Redeemer. Support Redeemer’s goal 
of providing an enhanced service to its 
students, faculty and staff 


4)At what meal periods can I use my Value Meal 
Plan and what is included in each Value Meal 
Plan? 

You can use your Value Meal Plan at each 
lunch meal Monday through Friday, and 
Saturdays when available, of each academic 
year. A lunch Value Meal Plan consists of 
two options: 


Option 1: Hot Lunch 

Hot entrée 

2 sides (vegetable, side salad, potato/rice, 
medium soup) 

Dessert or fruit 

Beverage 


Option 2: Pizza Meal 
Pizza (1 slice) 

Side salad 

Dessert or fruit 
Beverage 


You can also use your Value Meal Plan each 
Wednesday evening at the Dining Room 
for our “all you can eat” Communal Dinner 
Buffet. This is an excellent opportunity to 
be part of Redeemer’s student community 
and enjoy spending time with on-campus 
students. This weekly meal is a tremendous 
dining experience and also provides a 
monthly Theme Feature Meal which is 

sure to delight your taste buds and dining 
experience! (Examples are a Valentine 
Special, Christmas Dinner and Hawaiian 
Dinner) 


5)How can I pay for a Value Meal Plan or 
Convenience Cash? 

Payment in the form of credit card, debit 
card, cash or cheque at the Campus Services 
Office is accepted. 


6)Is my Value Meal Plan or Convenience Cash 
refundable? 

Your Value Meal Plan and any Convenience 
Cash bought in conjunction with your 
Value Meal Plan are not refundable due to 
Provincial Tax regulations. It is therefore 
very important that you select the Value 
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ACROSS 


. Mix 

. Duo 

. Tortilla chip dip 
4. Drying rack 

5. Tear 

6. Hag 

7. Consider abstract real 
8. Beer 

9. Exalt 

0. Tall flower 

2. Humid 

3. Total 


24. Against, in the South 


9. 
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“You are really pious, you 
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6. Round 
0. Adorning 


34. Prize 


5. Blackout 

6. Actress West 

7. Sub shop 

8. Ciphers 

9. Smidgens 

0. Squid’s defense 

1. Summer fabric 

2. Toe 

3. Distribution 

5. Indiana team 

6. Pleasant 

7. Soda brand 

8, “Credit or 2?” 
1. Sheltered beaches 
7. Saddam Hussein, e.g. 
8. Adam’s lady 

9. Live 

0. Unclear 

1. Do wrong 

2. Stars’ stage 

3. Donkeys 

4. Fox characteristic 
5. Proclaims 


DOWN 


Drinking establishments 
Stead 

Emerald isle 

British appliance brand 
Earth 

Setline 

Trickery 

. Surgery 

Nicholson character 

0. Close by 

1. Not short 


Ww 


fo?) uo 
~N 

BSS 

oO 


Overheard 


“Tendrils are a bugger.” 
-Prof. Denita Dyck 


know...[but] | love you.” 
-Dr. E. Botha to Timothy VanAlstyne 


“Bilbo is hot stuff” 
-Eileen Hesselink 
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. Wrong 

. Surnai 

. Rend 

. Dutch cheese 
. Looks 
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. Industrial Dance artist 
. Ethereal 

. Ancient 

. Weapons 

. More than one radius 
. Track star, “Jesse” 

. Conversations i 
. State university inRI’ } 
. Hindu woman’s garment 
. Picture 

. Zenith opposite 

. Notable exploits 

. Without boundaries 

. Adamine 

. Spasm 

. Laities (freebie) 

. Expert 

. Individual 

. Dads 

. Small 

. Prima donna 

. Periods of time 
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Sudoku 


www.sudoku-puzzles.net 
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